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When you write your will or update it, won’t you please remember Saint 

Sophia Cathedral? Such a gift will live forever as our church ministers to 

our spiritual needs. It’s an investment in the Gospel of  Jesus Christ. 



 

 

Memorials 

Paraskevoula  Doumakes Drulias  
(46 years) 

Tony  Zane (6 years) 

Constantin  Balanos (1 year) 

George  Baramily (2 years) 

Andrianna  Topetzes 

THE PRAYER BEFORE THE HOLY GOSPEL  
Shine in our hearts, O loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge, and 
open the eyes of our mind that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel.  
Instill in us reverence for Your blessed commandments so that, having trampled 
down all carnal desires, we may   pursue a spiritual life, both thinking and doing   
only those things that are pleasing to You. For You, Christ our God, are the            
illumination of our souls and bodies, and to You we offer up    glory, together with 
Your Father, Who is without beginning, and Your all-holy, good, and life creating 
Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.  
 

St. Paul's First Letter to Timothy 4:9-15  
Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. 
For to this end we toil and suffer reproach, because we have our 
hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, 
especially of those who believe. Command and teach these things. 
Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an  example in 
speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I come, attend 
to the public reading of scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do not 
neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophetic 
utterance when the council of elders laid their hands upon you. 
Practice these duties, devote yourself to them, so that all may see 
your progress.  
 

The Gospel According to Luke 19:1-10  
At that time, Jesus was passing through Jericho. And there was a 
man named Zacchaios; he was a chief collector, and rich. And he 
sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the 
crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass that 
way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to 
him, "Zacchaios, make haste and come down; for I must stay at 
your house today." So he made haste and came down, and 
received him joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, 
"He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." And Zacchaios stood 
and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if 
I have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it fourfold." And    Jesus said to 
him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 
For the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost."  

Bible Studies will resume in February with Fr. Gary Kyriacou 



 

 

Dearest Father John Bakas, 
 
We are forever grateful for your dedicated service to Saint Sophia 
Cathedral. It is a joy and an honor to celebrate your birthday this 
Sunday as it coincides with your last official Liturgy as our beloved 
Dean. May God grant you many more years of dedicated service in 
the building of His kingdom. 
 
With love always, 
Saint Sophia Cathedral 



 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS 

SAVE THE DATES: 

Membership Tea – join us for our annual Membership Tea where we 

welcome new members and celebrate those who have been the 

backbone of Philoptochos for many years, on Sunday, February 26, 

2023 in the Huffington Center after church. Bring your friends to join 

in fellowship and learn about the important charitable work we carry 

out every year! 

 

CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE – THANK YOU! 

Our deepest gratitude to all you Angels who purchased Christmas gifts 

from our annual Angel Tree!  We gathered dozens of gifts to support 

three single mothers and their children at East Los Angeles Women’s 

Center.  With the help of the center’s executive director Barbara 

Kappos, and leadership of our Board member Olga Jordan, we 

provided much-needed items and a warmer holiday season for families 

in need.  

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Thanks to regular contributions of grocery cards by a generous 

Philoptochos member, we have a number of cards for those who need 

some assistance with groceries.  If you know of someone in our 

community in need, let us know.  Please contact Vice President for 

Outreach Elaine Bissias via email or 

phone:  ssphiloptochos@gmail.com or (323) 737-2424 x204. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

We are now accepting dues for 2023!  Please feel free to pay them 

online at Join/Donate — Saint Sophia Philoptochos Society or by 

seeing Judie Christopoulos, Vice President for Membership.  We will 

provide Membership forms for 2023 soon.  Thank you for being the 

best part of Saint Sophia Philoptochos. 
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BASKETBALL 

It is that time of year to consider joining our Saint Sophia Basketball 

Program.  It is one of our thriving youth ministries and a great way to 

join in fellowship and friendly competition through the Greek 

Orthodox Basketball League.  We have a long, rich basketball history 

here at Saint Sophia and welcome players between the ages of 12-15 

for junior girls, 12-15 for junior boys, 16-21 for senior girls, and 16-19 

for senior boys.  There is also an informal junior orthodox youth 

(JOY) team which is for girls and boys ages 8-11. 

The basketball season starts on Feb 26 with games every Sunday 

afternoon until April 30.  If you are interested and desire more 

information, please reach out to me as soon as possible.  We plan on 

having our rosters finalized by Feb 7. Please call the office 323-737-

2424 and they will direct you appropriately.  

Dan Kirages, Co-representative 

Saint Sophia Basketball 

PHILOPTOCHOS VIP 
Please mark you calendar for our next events. 

Kathara Deftera, February 27. 

Prizes and Surpises, March 16. 

Please keep reading the church bulletin for further details. 

 

On behalf of all members of the VIP Board we wish you a Happy, 

Healthy, Prosperous and Blessed New Year. 

 

In His Service,  

Vivi Demopoulos 

VIP President 



 

 

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE, Los Angeles 
 

It’s almost the NEW YEAR 2023!  I wish you all much happiness in 

this New Year. 

 

We had an amazing turnout for our Ahepa/Daughters of Penelope 

Christmas Luncheon in December. Forty people attended and we 

had a huge number of donations for our charities: the LAM 

Foundation, the Penelope House for Abused Women and the 

Penelopean Day Care Center in Athens!  Thank you all SO much for 

your generosity!   

 

The See’s Candy Christmas Sale was a ‘sell out’ once again!  As the 

old saying goes, “sweets to the sweet”, everyone loves candy!!  

Again, those profits went to the above mentioned charities and we 

thank everyone for making our fundraisers such a success!   

 

The Ahepa Midwinter Conference will take place on  Saturday, 

January 28 in Palm Desert, California. Anyone wishing to attend 

should contact me for paperwork needed to fill out ahead of time. 

This session basically gives our chapters an update on the upcoming 

Scholarship information for spring and what all the chapters in our 

district are doing.  It’s a nice day to see all our sisters from other 

areas and share ideas for fundraisers.  

 

Happy New Year to all! 

 

Virginia Noyes 

President 

Alkandre Chapter, Daughters of Penelope 



 

 

Dear Sunday School families, 
 

Just a reminder that we are resuming our Sunday School 
schedule.  Kellie and I look forward to seeing everyone back in class 
following Holy Communion. 

 

January 2023 

Sunday 22              Regular Schedule 

Sunday 29              Regular Schedule 

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you have a question. 

 

All the Best,  

Eleni 



 

 

SAINT SOPHIA RESIDENCES FOR LEASE  

Lovely and spacious  

2 bedroom/2 bath  

Apartments are now available at the beautifully 
maintained building located directly behind  

 

Saint Sophia Cathedral at  

1425 South Mariposa Avenue Los Angeles  

 

If you are 55 or older and an Orthodox Christian, 
come check out these apartments while they are 

still available and join a friendly Orthodox 
community!  

 

2 bedroom/2 bath-$1500  

Please call the office for further questions at  

323-737-2424 



 

 


