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When you write your will or update it, won’t you please remember Saint
Sophia Cathedral? Such a gift will live forever as our church ministers to

our spiritual needs. It’s an investment in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

MINISTRY NEWS
1. Today: Bake Sale

BIBLE FAITH STUDIES
CLASS IS CANCELLED TODAY
Fr. John Bakas and Fr. Christopher Kolentsas is conducting
community Bible & Faith Studies on Sunday’s after the Divine
Liturgy. We will meet immediately at 12 pm in the Chapel. For
those who are planning to attend, coffee will be available outside
the chapel for you to enjoy during bible studies.
It is imperative that we all grow in the Faith. All are welcome.
Bring your Bible and be prepared to study Sunday’s Epistle
Reading. Remember that Faith comes through understanding.
Parish Council Members
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Saint Sophia Cathedral Stewardship Drive
Goal:
$750,000

Pledged and Paid:
$438, 000
Percentage of goal to date:
58.4%
We Cordially Invite the Parish Families to
fill up a Stewardship Card
It is important to plan your donation to help in the
parish ministries. The donations made to the
parish are tax deductible and is useful for your
yearly tax returns. Also, sometimes there is a need
of a letter for legal matters and if you are not a
steward in good standing there are no
informational facts available. For more
information please visit the parish office or talk to
a parish council member during coffee hour.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN THE BOOKSTORE
Our fabulous Saint Sophia Bookstore is in need of volunteers
who are enthusiastically passionate about books. If you're
willing to offer your support and assistance please contact Bill
Striglos or Dean Peratsakis via email at
wstriglos@sbcglobal.net or dotos@msn.com or call (213) 804
-1283. Thank you.
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
THANK YOU to everyone who donated cookies for the
choir reception! We had a wonderful selection of all types of
lovely cookies to share. It was a great evening! Special thank
you to Jim Kollias and Chris Yokas for all their work and to
the members of the choir! I also must thank Olga Jordan and
Judie Christopoulos for decorating the tables. Everything
looked so festive in red! Thank you also to John Kopatsis,
Alejandra and Josephina for all their help! Thank you one
and all!
PROJECT CHRISTMAS CHEER: We are spreading
Christmas cheer to those who are not able to participate in
church this holiday season. Please send us your loved ones
name and address where they are, on or before December
15th. The Sunshine Committee will be delivering holiday
plants to those who are at home, in hospitals and senior living
facilities. We want each of our loved ones to know how much
we miss them, we need them and we love them! Volunteers
are welcome to help with the distribution of these beautiful
holiday plants. We will have a table set up in the Maniatakos
Fellowship Hall /foyer after church on December 15th for
pick-up and delivery. Please feel free to contact Elaine Bissias
by email at Naeisekala@hotmail.com or text her at (818) 4346047. As we bless others our prayers will be answered.
ANGEL TREE: There are still some tags on the Angel Tree
for the families from the East Los Angeles Women’s Shelter
that we are helping with Christmas. If you select a tag, please
bring the item back to the hall on or before December 22.
Have it wrapped and tape the tag onto the gift so we know
what it is.
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
VASILOPITA Sunday will be on January 5, 2020! Please plan
to stay after church, come into the hall and let’s all join
together for the beginning of the New Year. Committee
chairmen Diane and Elaine Bissias and Katrina Beers are
planning a lovely time for all of us.
Don’t forget nominations for Mother of the Year are due at
the end of this month! Please be sure you have your letter to
us by December 31 if you are making a nomination.
True happiness is found in doing things for others. This
holiday season, perhaps you’d like to do something for
someone else. Make a donation to a children’s hospital,
one of the missions down on Skid Row, or some other
agency where you live. We know we cannot solve all of
the problems in society but at least we can make a small
‘dent’ and have the true spirit of Christmas in our hearts.
Do what you can with what you have, where you are. The
beauty of life does not depend on how happy you are but
how happy others can be because of you.
“What we do for ourselves dies with us. What we do for
others remains forever.”
I’m looking forward to the New Year and the work ahead of
us. Our philanthropic work for those who need us never ends.
With love in Christ’s service,
Virginia Noyes
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Students are dismissed at Holy Communion each Sunday to
attend their classes. Classes are held on the 2nd floor of the
Huffington Center. It is never too late, so please register or reregister your student during or after classes in the meeting
room near the Sunday School office. Calendars are available
to pick-up if you have not received them by email. If you are
not receiving emails from the Sunday School program, please
send an email to stsophiasundayschool@gmail.com. If you
have any questions about the Sunday School program, please
see Eleni Yokas.
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SAINT SOPHIA PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

“Mother of the Year”
Nomination Form
The Mother of the Year is selected by the Saint Sophia Philoptochos Society
Board of Directors and honored at the Mother’s Day Luncheon and Fashion Show
in May. Nominations are accepted until December 31st.
Nomination Requirements and Selection Criteria Listed by Priority:
1.Must be a member of Saint Sophia Philoptochos Society.
2.Must be a member of Saint Sophia Cathedral in good standing.
3.A devoted volunteer to philanthropy within Philoptochos, who exemplifies
and personifies its ideals and purposes.
4.A devoted volunteer and a dedicated supporter of our Church and our
Community.
NOMINEE’S NAME:
__________________________________________________________________
Volunteer Service within Philoptochos:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Volunteer Service to Church and Community:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
(You may use an additional separate sheet to describe your reasons for this
nomination, if necessary)
Name of person submitting nomination:
__________________________________________________________
Please return this form in a sealed envelope to:

Saint Sophia Philoptochos Society
1324 South Normandie Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90006

Deadline: DECEMBER 31, 2019
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SAINT SOPHIA WINTER CAMP 2019
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Please Beware: See Image Below
As you may have been experiencing, scam calls and
emails, are on the rise. Unfortunately, our parishioners
have been a target. Please be certain that emails from
Fr. John Bakas or Fr. Christopher Kolentsas are from
the following addresses: frbakas@saintsophia.org or
frkolentsas@saintsophia.org. Our priests do not use
gmail, yahoo, camcast, etc. Please keep in mind that
our emails are from @saintsophia.org.
Do not reply to any emails asking for assistance,
money or gift cards, those are scam emails. If the
email implies an urgency to a response, be
automatically aware.
Please call us if you have any questions 323-7372424.
Thank you, Saint Sophia Cathedral
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The Mission of Saint Sophia Cathedral

1. Proclaim and teach the Gospel according to the Orthodox
Christian Faith
2. Sanctify and enhance the spiritual life of the faithful through
Orthodox Christian worship.
3. Receive persons into the Church through instruction, baptism
and/or chrismation.
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