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When you write your will or update it, won’t you please remember Saint
Sophia Cathedral? Such a gift will live forever as our church ministers to

our spiritual needs. It’s an investment in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

MINISTRY NEWS
1. Today: Jesus of Nazareth Movie Screening, Part 1
2. Monday, March 11: Kathara Deftera Luncheon
3. Sunday, March 14: Jesus of Nazareth Movie Screening,
Part 2
BIBLE STUDIES - w/ Fr. John Bakas
Increase your knowledge about our faith at our weekly Bible
study class. You'll have a chance to ask Fr. John questions and
engage in interesting discussions with your fellow parishioners
in a casual setting. Everyone is welcome to attend every
Tuesday at 11 am at the Huffington Center.
PROSFOROS
We are in need of Prosforo bread. Please see Jimmy in the
Narthex.
SEES CANDY SALE
The Daughters of Penelope will be selling See’s Candy for
Easter. The money raised will be donated to the Guide Dogs
of America. This group breeds, raises and trains dogs for the
visually impaired and blind. The dog and person are matched
together as a ‘partnership’ and it allows the individual to live a
more independent and safe life. The Guide Dogs of America
are one of our chapter’s philanthropies. We will be selling in
the church hall during coffee hour starting March 24th.
Assorted 1 lb. box of chocolates, Easter “bunny boxes” and
chocolate butter eggs will be available for purchase! Look for
us in the coffee hour.
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MOVIE SCREENING- JESUS OF NAZARETH

Join us for the movie screening of “Jesus of Nazareth” by
Franco Zeffirelli. The mini-series will be shown in two
segments on Today, Sunday, March 10 and 17 after Liturgy.
Beginning before the Nativity and extending through the
Crucifixion and Resurrection, this mini-series brings to life all
of the sweeping drama in the life of Jesus, as told by the
Gospels. Lunch and Dessert will be offered before the
film. Freewill offering.

The Orthodox Church, throughout the centuries, has
proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ by engaging all five of
the human senses. During this Paschal season we, the clergy
of Saint Sophia Cathedral, will be engaging the ears and eyes
of our faithful by showing the motion picture Jesus of
Nazareth. Let this film be one of the means used to bring us
all closer to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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Saint Sophia Foundation Scholarships
John S. Sakellaris Scholarship
(for College/Post-Graduate Students)

Angelo L. Pappas Scholarship
(for Graduating High School Seniors)

The Saint Sophia Board of Trustees is accepting
applications to award four $2,500 scholarships for eligible
students within our community. These scholarships are
offered to a graduating high school and college or postgraduate students.
These scholarships are in honor of two great leaders
of our community from the San Julian church, to the
founding of our Saint Sophia community up through the
building of our Community Center. John and Angelo were
true visionaries and stalwart servants on behalf of Saint
Sophia Cathedral and its community. They were also the
best of friends.
To receive an application please contact
Tina Callas at calset@aol.com or (818-388-7818) or

Gig Kyriacou at gigk@mediate.com or 818-613-4412.
To be eligible, applicant or his/her parents must be
stewards in good standing for in the current year.
Recipients of the $2,500 scholarships from 2018 may
not apply, but may apply again in 2020.
COMPLETED APPLICATIONS DUE MAY 1, 2019
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
Please join our community to start off our Lenten Journey together
with the 2-part series, JESUS OF NAZARETH, which will be viewed
in the state-of-the art, Jim Gianopoulos Family Theater, on two
consecutive Sundays TODAY and next Sunday, March 17th. This
mini-series brings to life all of the sweeping and moving drama in the
life of Jesus, as told by the Gospels. This is a MUST SEE for every
Christian!
Another fine feature film written by another Orthodox Christian,
Cliffs of Freedom, is still being shown at Universal Cinema AMC at
CityWalk, AMC Rolling Hills 20 and AMC Orange 30. Cliffs of
Freedom is the story of an ill-fated romance between a young Greek
village girl and a conflicted Turkish officer during the dawn of the
Greek War for Independence against the Ottoman Empire in 1821.
This is a very moving film and one not to miss. View trailer at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqweR7RPoQE

Faith, Hope & Love has screened at other parishes to rave reviews, so
I know you’ll enjoy it. It is coming to AMC theaters in Orange
County (Irvine Spectrum) and AMC Thousand Oaks on March 15th
and many other locations throughout the country. Please show your
support and pass it on. More about the movie: http://bit.ly/
FHL_BTS_Faith.
NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY has been moved to Sunday, March
31st due to scheduling conflicts. – An interesting and inspirational
presentation by Fr. John Bakas on the recent Holy Land trip. You
won’t want to miss this one! Please make reservations with Dorothea
Ales 661-678-0641 in order to provide lunch ($10) for everyone.
APRIL 28 - EASTER PICNIC – Philoptochos Pastry Booth – We
will be making pastries and serving them at the picnic. We can use
help in these areas. Please contact Mary-Kay at
marykaydem@gmail.com.
CONTINUED

6

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

MOTHER’S DAY LUNCHEON – SATURDAY, MAY 11th
honoring Mother of the Year, Katrina Anast Beers and ALL mothers.
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this lovely afternoon
with family and friends to be held at St. Sophia Cathedral in the
Maniatakos Fellowship Hall. If anyone is interested to be on the
committee, please let us know. Solicitation Letters will be mailed out
soon.
PHILOPTOCHOS BOARD ELECTIONS on Sunday, MAY 19th.
Potential board members must have attended at least FOUR General
Assemblies by the Philoptochos Election Assembly on May 19, 2019.
Board members must also be in good standing with Saint Sophia
Cathedral and Saint Sophia Philoptochos Society. If you are interested
in being on the Philoptochos Board of Directors, please attend the
General Assemblies.
March 31st - Fr. John’s interesting and inspiring presentation on the
recent Holy Land trip.
May 19th - our Board of Directors Election General Assembly.
We hope that you have enjoyed the fellowship, our meetings and
events this year.
YOU CAN HELP by joining Philoptochos and being a part of a
wonderful group of ladies and men who are willing to serve others.
Help and support is needed with our service projects and outreach.
We also offer wonderful fellowship and programs. Please see us on
Sundays during Coffee Hour to pay your dues, if you have not already
done so, or you may contact Maria Toczek, Membership Chair, at
mttoczek@gmail.com. We have 157 paid members to date! Help us
increase our membership to 200! We need to send in our per capita
dues to the National and Metropolis Philoptochos Society in March,
so please remember to send in your dues. We encourage everyone to
become a member starting at 18 years old. Thank you for your
support!
CONTINUED
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD –our year- long joint effort with
the Saint Sophia Sunday School, Hellenic Academy and Dance groups
will focus on collecting quality crafts in March for the shoe box gifts
for needy children. (see flier)
UPCOMING EVENTS
Today - Film screening of Jesus of Nazareth, Part 1
Monday, March 11 – Clean Monday, first day of Holy Lent - Lunch by
our VIP’s
Sunday, March 17 - Film screening of Jesus of Nazareth, Part 2
Sunday, March 31 – General Assembly -Father Bakas’ presentation on
recent Holy Land Trip
Sunday, April 28 - Eastern Orthodox Easter & Easter Picnic
Saturday, May 5 – Kids N Cancer – Celebration of Love, Newport
Beach Country Club. Online reservations open on March 1st (See flier)
Saturday, May 11th - Saint Sophia Philoptochos Mother’s Day
Luncheon
Sunday, May 19th - General Assembly - Philoptochos Board Elections
Thursday, May 23 – VIP’s Senior Citizen of the Year
*Change of Address…have you moved recently? Would you like to
receive invitations for events/programs from Saint Sophia
Philoptochos? If so, please contact Maria Toczek at
mttoczek@gmail.com
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PHILOPTOCHOS VIP NEWS

Monday, March 11, 2019 is Kathara Deftera Luncheon
prepared by VIP board chefs. It will be a delicious luncheon
with all the necessary Lenten ingredients and dessert.
Donation is $15.00. Lunch will be served after the Liturgy in
the Maniatakos Hall. Chair person is Mary Kezios, Co-chair is
Irene Mitropetros and Reservations is Mersy Loukaris. Please
call Mersy at 323-661-1592. Make your reservations early as
we usually have a large crowd.
April is our Easter. There are no other events planned.
May is our Senior Citizen Luncheon. Details to follow.
I hope that all of you will be able to attend our events. The
board is here to facilitate you. For any event, please try to
make your reservations early. We always have late reservations
which makes it difficult for us to organize the meals.
Thank you all,
In His service
Angela Ananias, President
SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, June 1, 2019 Saint Sophia Cathedral community will
honor our long term stewards Eleni and Christopher Yokas
for their many years of service to the Greek Orthodox
Community as Sunday School Director and Organist and
Assistant Director of Music.
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Memory Eternal
“Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace, and may
their memory be eternal. Amen.”

*Return to Jimmy in the Narthex*
3 Saturday of the Souls Service –Sat, March 16, 8:30 am Orthros, 9:30 am Liturrd
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5 TONS OF LOVE CLOTHING DRIVE

As we enter into this most beautiful season of Lent, in
anticipation of coming together, joyfully, to sing the
triumphant Paschal hymns, let us once again show our Love
of neighbors. The Lenten season encourages us to
demonstrate greater works of mercy and charity for those
less fortunate than ourselves.
Please join the AMNOS Ministry and the students of our
Saint Sophia Sunday School, in an attempt to fill a 5 ton
truck with your donation of quality clothing which will be
distributed to those less fortunate.
Clean out your closets at home or conduct your own clothing
drive at school, work or in your neighborhood. This, Saint
Sophia's 16th annual 5 TONS OF LOVE clothing drive will
take place over the season of Lent.

Clothing may be dropped off at the Saint Sophia Sunday
school office. For more information please contact, Fr.
Christopher Kolentsas, Eleni Yokas or Dean and Christina
Peratsakis at 818-351-0122 or dotos@msn.com. Volunteers
needed. Thank you.
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Operation Christmas Child donation idea of the month

“I was always late because I lacked a watch. Opening my shoebox gift, I found one.
Now I am always on time for school.”
–Niyonkuru, Burundi

“I am so happy! I cannot believe that someone from a different country would send
me a gift of exactly what I like: rings and hairbows. I will keep going to church.”
–Vanessa, Colombia

Saint Sophia Sunday School, the Hellenic Academy, Saint Sophia Dance Program
and Saint Sophia Philoptochos Society are collaborating this year to assemble
Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes. While this has been a project we have
been supporting for over 10 years, it is the first time that we are coordinating our
ministries to make this a bigger and better project. This year’s goal is to fill 300
boxes. Every month, between January and October, all parishioners will have the
opportunity to make donations to help us meet this goal.
February’s focus is on accessories. We are collecting hair ornaments, necklaces,
bracelets, rings, watches (best if not battery operated), sunglasses, sweat bands,
baseball caps, visors, or anything else you can think of that would put a smile on
a child’s face. The boxes are assembled for either a boy or a girl and for either
ages 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14. And remember, your donation will go in a shoe box, so
space is limited.
In October, to celebrate the National Philoptohos Make A Difference Day, we will
be hosting a “Pack-A-Box” party for any and all parishioners to join us in
completing this wonderful diakonia project.
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PAN-ORTHODOX VESPERS ON SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2019

Please join in prayer and fellowship for Pan-Orthodox
Vespers at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 16, 2019 at the
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church in Long Beach, CA.
His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco will
preside at this service, with concelebrants His Eminence
Metropolitan Nikitas of the Dardanelles and His Grace
Bishop Maxim of the Western Serbian Diocese. All Orthodox
faithful are invited and encouraged to attend.
The homily will be offered by His Eminence Metropolitan
Nikitas.
Following the Vespers service will be a Reception and Silent
and Live Auction fundraiser to benefit the The Theotokos
Girls and Boys Orphanage in Bakeswar, India. Proceeds will
support the completion and furnishing of their St. Ignatius
School. For over 25 years, Sister Nectaria has been heading
the Orphanage and combatting human trafficking, one child
at a time. Sister Nectaria nurtures and educates the extremely
poor and abandoned children in the outskirts of Kolkata,
India. We invite you to share in this meaningful opportunity
for almsgiving, which is an important part of our collective
journey of prayer and penitence during Great and Holy Lent.
Joining us for this event will be musician, writer and Emmy
award winning actor, Jonathan Jackson, who has starred in
numerous TV and films including “Nashville”, “General
Hospital”.
You can learn more about The Theotokos Girls and Boys
Orphanage by watching a wonderful short video at the web
link below. Thank you.

http://www.ekotafilm.com/
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The Mission of Saint Sophia Cathedral

1. Proclaim and teach the Gospel according to the Orthodox
Christian Faith
2. Sanctify and enhance the spiritual life of the faithful through
Orthodox Christian worship.
3. Receive persons into the Church through instruction, baptism
and/or chrismation.
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